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As part of our celebration for the release of Vectorworks 2021, Vectorworks is featuring some of
their customers’ projects in their promotional materials. You’ll enjoy this write up on Hamilton:
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The Exhibition, a 360-degree immersive experience in Chicago, IL.

 

Developed by the same designers who helped create the acclaimed Broadway sets, Hamilton:
The Exhibition brings these sets to life in an interactive, room-by-room narrative for visitors from
around the world.

“Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story?” – George
Washington, Hamilton

In the five years since its debut on Broadway, the Hamilton musical has dazzled audiences
around the globe with an exciting new sound and a modern telling of America’s origin. Behind
every great production, you’ll find a creative team responsible for the costumes, lighting, and set
that all-together immerse audiences and hold them in the moment on stage.

Charged with bringing Lin-Manuel Miranda’s vision to life, the David Korins design
team invites the audience to New York City in 1776, right at the birth of the American Revolution.
The tiered set and multidirectional spinning stage allow for swift and dynamic scene changes
demanded by the quick pace of the musical, keeping the focus of the audience on the storyline
without scene change blackouts interrupting the narrative.

This seamless flow of the storyline inspired the structuring of Hamilton: The Exhibition.
Temporarily housed in Chicago, IL, the immersive experience was designed to encourage
patrons to dive deeper into the history that inspired the musical and learn more about Alexander
Hamilton and the birth of the United States. Visitors begin their journey with Hamilton in St. Croix,
Nevis and follow his path to the battlegrounds of the Revolutionary War. And at each step of the
way, they’re met with the best of the best when it comes to visual storytelling.

David Korins and his team designed the space from the beginning, using Vectorworks’ 3D-
modeling capabilities to map out a visitor’s path through the exhibit and create spaces that evoke
emotion.

http://korinsstudio.com/
http://korinsstudio.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/lin-manuel-miranda-how-hamilton-the-exhibition-dives-deeper-into-history-than-the-musical?ref=scroll
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Amanda Stephens, Senior Associate Designer with David Korins Design and Assistant Designer for
Hamilton: the Exhibition, explains it like this: “For instance, you’ve got this big furl of parchment
that’s spiralling up into the ceiling, which was really about all of these ideas and lofty goals that
Hamilton had that were just swirling out into the world above him.”

“Every Action is an Act of Creation” – Alexander
Hamilton, Hamilton

And lofty were the goals of the David Korins design team, too.
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The team began by importing the stock drawings from the tent manufacturer and assembled
them in 3D, essentially building the 35,000 sq. ft. exhibition space from scratch. The end goal for
the design layout was to create a series of rooms that toured visitors through the events of
Alexander Hamilton’s life chronologically, so that as people explore the exhibition, they mirror the
journey of Hamilton and his companions.

According to the New York Times, the Hamilton exhibition explores themes of American
history that Miranda admits he was unable to fully explore in the musical. An example is the room
featuring silhouettes of those excluded from voting in the election of 1800.

“There were a lot of logistics in this that were unlike anything that we’ve dealt with before,”
Stephens explains. In particular, developing a cohesive storyline across several different offset
rooms was a huge focus for the David Korins design team.

Stephens says analyzing 3D models was crucial to creating each room’s individual vignettes.
Designers could map out lights and speakers, hide them well into a design, and then use the
models to visualize the space from the perspective of a visitor.

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/theater/hamilton-exhibition-chicago.html
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“Being able to look at things in 3D really helps with lighting,” Stephens says. She adds that the
team really wanted to control the visuals of the environment; they didn’t want to see lighting
instruments or speakers, nor did they want visitors to see them. “So being able to look at
placements of lighting fixtures and all of the technical stuff that you don’t necessarily want to see
in this type of environment was hugely helpful.”

This attention to detail when creating these scenes was made possible by the 3D modeling
capabilities in Vectorworks. Stephens explains that these models helped create the necessary
cohesion between rooms of the exhibition while also maintaining each of their individual
functions.
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“These were like little 360-degree mini sets, but they had to work together, right? You had to be
able to get from one room to another,” she said. “We had to make a path. We had to figure out
how those all fit together. And I think had we not blocked those out in some sort of 3D format, I
think it never would have worked.”

See how it works: check out a demo of the 3D modeling engine used for Hamilton: the
Exhibition. 

“If You Stand for Nothing, What Will You Fall for?” – Alexander
Hamilton, Hamilton

#Vectorworks2021 is all about finding the simplicity in your software so you can design your most
complex ideas. A lot of times, it’s these complex ideas that inspire designers to begin with. So,
what inspires designer Amanda Stephens?

“I’ve never been interested in the limelight as it were,” Stephens confesses. “I’ve never been
interested in sort of being a name that somebody knows. It’s not a goal. It’s not interesting to me.
… I really, really am in it for the art because that’s the part that I really, really love.

“I am interested in doing the best work that I can do to both serve the project and for me,” she
continues. “I never want the scenery to outshine any other aspects [of a production]. I want
everything to work as a whole and I want every design area and every part of the story to come
together to make the best finished product that we can make. And that’s always my goal.”

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0pHS2w4xQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0pHS2w4xQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0pHS2w4xQw

