
Perfect new venues for Tsogo Sun

A new dome has been erected on Krugersdorp hill, forming part of Tsogo Sun’s Silverstar Casino, based in
Muldersdrift. The attractive structure, designed and built by Otto Wijnberger of In2Structures, has been equipped
with a basic lighting rig, stage and PA System making it a suitable self-sustained venue for smaller gigs hosted
by Silverstar. At the same time, a similar structure, though not as large, was erected at Tsogo Sun’s The Ridge
in Emalahleni (Witbank), Mpumalanga.

A stunning self-sustained venue at Silverstar

In2Structures, a member of the Gearhouse Group of Companies, created the portable structures – there is a
SupaDome, 71m x 35m x 17m high,at Silverstar and a Maxi Dome, 49m x 28m x 13m high, at The Ridge. Unlike
other conventional aluminium framed assemblies such as marquees, they have the ability to withstand large
imposed loads such as suspended equipment and high wind pressure and importantly include exceptional safety
factors.

Project Co-ordinator Djalita von Mollendorf from Mtshali Moss Projects, better known as Molly, and Tsogo Sun’s
Audio Visual Specialist, David Butcher, worked closely with Johnny Scholtz from DWR for the lighting
requirements of both venues. “Our brief was comedian Trevor Noah on stage or a small awards ceremony,” said
Johnny. For anything bigger, Tsogo Sun would hire in from rental companies.
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Trevor Noah

Molly is well known in the industry for her efficient and thorough system of running tasks, attention to detail,
focus on paperwork, money matters, meeting deadlines and overseeing the project. David from Tsogo Sun is
very specific too, and with his vast experience, focussed on the technical aspects in all areas of entertainment
solutions. “David knew what he wanted and so it was easy giving him what he needed,” commented Johnny
Scholtz. Having worked in similar Dome structures in the past as a lighting designer and technician, Johnny also
had a good idea of what gear would do the job.

Silverstar launched their new dome with a staff
event.

“From a technical perspective the biggest challenge of the project was was keeping the budget
down whilst allowing for the greatest flexibility,” commented David Butcher. “We now have a core
system that can be used longways and as a thrust stage along the side of the room. The sound,
lighting and rigging all allow us to make that decision at minimal cost, thus enabling event producers
to have more options available to them.”
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The project had a very short time line keeping everyone on their toes. “We had six weeks from budget approval
till we moved into the first Dome at The Ridge,” said Molly. “In this period we had to go out on RFQ, evaluate the
different products, order and deliver all the equipment on time.

“We also had to deal with the challenges of working on a construction site. Setting up our equipment in a dusty
and noisy construction environment is not ideal. We were fortunate to work with some amazing project
managers on both projects.”

 

The Silverstar venue officially opened with an in-house staff event near the end of October. “We were relieved
we met our deadline and it feels great seeing happy and satisfied clients,” said Molly. “I am extremely happy with
the end product. The companies we worked with on both Dome projects were excellent. “
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DWR installed a custom FOH in both venues. With the aim to create a nice look and feel, Robin 600 LEDWash
fixtures and Robin 300 LEDWashes formed part of the spec. Control is with an Avolites Tiger Touch 2, with the
DMX system running wireless on Lumen Radio. Each self-contained venue has a stage made up from Prolyte
Stage decks. DWR also supplied personal protection equipment like harnesses, ropes and rigging .

“This was a good idea,” said Johnny. “Tsogo have a complete system that will work for many types of smaller
events.”

Duncan Riley of DWR agrees. “There are a lack of venues in Johannesburg that can cater for events,” he said.
“With the addition of the In2Structure Domes, Tsogo Sun now fills this gap and hopefully there will be more to
come. It was an honour to be involved in this project as DWR Distribution.”

  

Silverstar Casino Stage and Lighting Equipment List:
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100      x          Basic Line Prolyte Decks with aluminium adjustable legs with Prolyte Aetos Trussing and motors

400      x          Prolyte Telescopic 90 – 140 aluminium adjustable legs

90        x          Prolyte Telescopic 45 – 60 aluminium adjustable legs

4          x          2m H40V Prolyte Trussing

10        x          4m H30V Prolyte Trussing

3          x          3.5m H30V Prolyte Trussing

12        x          Prolyte Motors(half ton)

12        x          Robin 600 LED Wash

12        x          Robin DLX Spots

24        x          Longman F8

48        x          Longman F4

2          x          Le Maitre Hazer

1                      Avolites Tiger Touch 2

1          x          Full Wireless Lumen Radio

All cabling and distros

  

The Ridge Stage and Lighting Equipment List:

10m x 8m Stage built out of 40 x (2m x 1m) Prolyte stage decks with 60-90cm telescopic leg
3m x 3m Drum Riser with 45-60cm Prolyte telescopic legs
Front of House Rostra
Hand Rails: 11 x 2m sections and 2 x 1m sections
Four sets of modular steps with necessary hand rails
36m of 90cm Stage Skirts

11 x 3m ProlyteTrusses to create the following 
1 x 9m Back Truss
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1 x 9m Stage Truss or 2 x 6m Side Trusses
1 x 12m FOH Truss

8 x 500kg Prolyft Aetos Motors to Hoist Lighting Trusses

12 x White LED Par cans Longman F8

36 x RGBW LED Par cans Longman F4

2x Robe Robin 300 Wash Lights

6 x Robe Robin DLX spot lights

Wireless CRMX™ technology from Lumen Radio transmitters for 4 universes and 6 receivers

1 x Avolites Tiger Touch 2 Lighting Console

2 x Le Maitre MVS Haze Machines
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